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In this companion volume to Mortally Wounded: Stories of Soul Pain, Death, and Healing palliative

care specialist Dr. Michael Kearney demonstrates that while the medical model has undoubted

strengths in easing pain, it is limited in its ability to alleviate the psychological and spiritual suffering

that often accompanies terminal illness. Complementing physical treatment with such depth

approaches as dream-work, poetry, divination, and a revitalized connection with nature, Kearney

allows us to begin to integrate scientific and psychological metaphors. Through research and

imaginative reconstructions of the mythology and rites of ancient Greek Asklepian healing, Kearney

helps us envision a way of recognizing and caring for the soul in its most critical moments. He offers

suggestions for workshop activities along with case histories from his own experience. He

concludes by proposing a new model for the healing of suffering which draws on the best practices

of both the medical and Asklepian traditions.
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Michael Kearney, MD, has spent over twenty-five years working as a physician in end-of-life care.

He trained and worked at St. Christopher's Hospice in London with Dame Cicely Saunders, the

founder of the modern hospice movement, as medical director of Our Lady's Hospice in Dublin, and

at McGill University in Montreal. He is currently a medical director of palliative care service at Santa

Barbara Cottage Hospital and an associate medical director at Visiting Nurse and Hospice Care,

also in Santa Barbara. He also acts as medical director to the Anam Cara Project for

Compassionate Companionship in Life and Death in Bend, Oregon.
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